Tuesday, October 12, 2004
Colossians 2:1 – 23

In chapter 2 Paul declares that all Christians can have understanding and true knowledge of God’s mystery, Jesus Christ. Paul had already alluded to the words “mystery” and “knowledge” in chapter 1. They were important parts of Gnosticism and thought to be very secret and guarded to all but a few. Paul explodes that claim by saying that the “mystery” of salvation lay in Jesus Christ. Knowledge of Him and the mystery of God were open to all. The gospel was not a secret, but an announcement to the entire world, to whoever would believe. To know Jesus is to know “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” (Verse 3, NASB) 

Verse 8 seems to refer specifically to the Gnostics influencing the congregation. In answer to their empty deception, Paul cites the complete lordship of Christ saying: “In Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form…He is the head over all rule and authority.”  The summation of verses 13-15 is “When you were dead…He made you alive…having canceled out the certificate of debt…having nailed it to the cross.” 


As verse 8 refers to the Gnostics, verse 16 refers to the Judaizers. Verse 18 details some of the false practices of the deceivers. The congregation was not to allow these false leaders to keep on teaching things that had no connection to the Head of the Church (Christ). Paul desired that the church not only obey him and stop the evil con-men trying to drag the church along their own path, but that the congregation be mature enough to recognize the liars and reject them before they gained power within the church. 

What about our own churches today? Can we recognize lies and false gospels? Every day Christians are drawn into one cult or another, whether large or small, that claim in some way to be “Christian”. No matter how absurd the “gospel”, there always seems to be those willing to follow it. Protecting our families and congregations from heresy requires only this—know the word of God; trust in the Lord; seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit; stand firm in the truth and against the foe.
